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FUNCTIONS CF SHOP CELLS
OF THE NORTH KOREAN LABOR PARTY

The shop cells are the foundation of the NKLP (North Korean
Labor Party). Their basic responsibilities include: (1) influenc-
ing the public by exemplary work; (2) recruiting and assimilating I,
new members; and (3) indoctrinating the members. Erxcept for the
cadres, the political and cultural levels of the NXIF members are
pelow the prescribed standard. The local party units above cells
are cautioned against neglecting the close guidance of the ahop

cells,

Shop Cells as the Foundation of NKLP

The NKLP (North Korean Lsbor Party) is composed of progressive elements
of a vest working public -- laborers, farmers, intelligentsia, etc. At the
base of its organization are the shop cells. This is the distinguishing
characteristic differentiating the NKLP from other democratic perties in Korea.

In the process of establishing a democratic nation and in carrying out
its various democratic functions, the NKLP has operated through the shop cells i
which are rooted in the large class of working people. Recently the NKLP .
carried out a great democratic election sponsored by the North Korean Provi-
sional People's Committee, by mobilizing, organizing, and educating many thou-
semds of nonparty members through shop cells in each election area. The NKLP
also obtained good results in other important activities of the skop cells.
These tasks consisted in carrying out democratic land reforn, labor protection
law, laws on equality of sexes, texes in kind, and pationalization of indus-
tries. The NKLP has led the vast working peuple toward the establishment. of
the Democratic Front for Unification of the Fatherland, in cooperation with
various democratic parties and social groups, in the course of carrying out

it. political policies.
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The (M7 vocrits progrorcive laborers and farmers «ho are activ <]
gaged in productive activities, The WKLP also attempts to c;;éo;izétzlzt;n—
strength by absorbing progressive intelligentsia who are actively enguged in
political and cultursl activities, and by integrating nouparty street cells
with shop cells. The NKLP reirnforces its power by popularizing democratic
administrution, democratic =conomy, and demccratic culture, all of which are

demanded by the Korean people.
!

Fundamentally, the NKLP is an aggregation of shop cells, from which it
derives its strength., The party influences and attracts the vast body of work-
ing pzople around it by persuading them to emulate the exemplary work of party
members in the shop cells. In this way, the party strengthens itself and main-

tains its growth.

The activities of the snop cells represent the activities of the party
{tself. The activities cf the cells develop along the actual function of the
The cell, wbich is the basic organizational unit of the party, can

party,
= concerns the mstter of organiziug party members.

use its own Jjudgment =2

The shop cells have the right and responsibility of recruiting and accept-
ing members, collecting party fees, registering and indoctrinating new members,
instructing and inspecting their activities, reporting thelr activities to a
higher unit, and d=livering 1nstructions from higher units to cell members.

The shop cells attempt to deepen the members  "sense of attachment" to the party,
broaden the esprit d= corps, solidify their political concepts, and elevate their
cultural level, The shop cells ensure unity of the party, close associstion
between the party and the mass2s, and see that their activities are cerried out

according to the party line.

The shop cells propagandize the political tenets of the party to the public,
and educate the public in the party ' s political strategy and tactics so that
the public m2y participate in the establishment of a democratic Korea by rally-

ing under the party s slogens and taen:zts.

The shop cells are established in factories, mines, railroeds, harbors,
offices, schools, farms, villages, public and semipublic establishments, &s
well a5 on the streets. Meambarship in the shop cells totals more than 600,000.

In lesding the noumember mAESes, the NKLP never imposes its authority over
them, but guldes then petiently end inconspicuously, through demonstrations and
. the exemplary work of cell members who are rooted deeply ip the public.

Bgsponsibilities of Shop Cells

cell is not only the basic unit in the orgsnizational form, but
ugh which all party activities are conducted.

the daily interests of the
1timate goal of acccmplishing
works for the people’s

and freedom of the Father-
es are entrusted

The shop
is also the active agent thro
The party clearly shows 1ts aim in fighting for
working people. Thus the NKLP todsy, with its u
the historic task of building & democratic nation,
interests to establish the sovereign independence
land. WUnder these circumstances, the following responsibiliti

to each cell and each member of the cell:

1. Influencing Public

A shop cell must measure the success of its operations according to
the degree of 1is success in influencing the public with the vasic tenets of
the party. Consequently, it s 2 prime duty of party members to influence

; the public by constantly taking positive actions toward the public. The
cell «conferences, attendsd only Dby members, are not the means of
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shye g blishii iyl JL gty 7 oohtaipsd osnly vhen the 211 and {ts
members red ort apdl patropsge of the publin through its sustained.
prestiges among the vast unorganized masses  The ~ells must teach nav members

The new members usvaliy lack ex- i

the technique of working among the pacple.
periencs in group 4 tivities and 1n social contacts.

The #ells must undsr<tand the lving conditions of the public, must
listen to 1t3 demands, snd recognize the degres of its pelitical consclousness
and determinution through the < loses day-to-day contacts. Ths ¢211ls must study

how tc make the public understand and accept the party tenets end slogans. i

The cells must maks Aall 4y members realize the pover of the public and
thoroughly comprehend that only with the help of the public can the parly grow.
Only by working anong the people £i6 the @e v training and experience
in organizing, 1ndoctrinating, and leading the masses.

shars g

5 Recruiting and Assimilating New Members

~ells are the bacic organizations which recruit and sssinilate
tly train the old members in the methods
Membership recruiting is the hasic process of en-
iteeing the party 5 growth, and sccelerating
The recruiting of new members is the 1

The shop
party @embars fhe celle must constan
of recruiting new memhars
larging the party = strength, EUArAL
the development of the mass MOVENsnT.
mest important daty of trhe rells and cell momhera

The social cendrtions o Nerth Korsa today are highly favorsbleytor
party growth. Grest progress 13 alreadqy keing made 1in democratic land reform,
labor legislations, and 1sgislation for women. This hss stimulated snd gusran-

teed the prowth of democrstas powers 25 exemplified in the rapid development
democratic economy, and avove all,

of democretic politics, qemocratic culturs,
of democrutic gove ram=nt.
st pay more caraful attention is

the screcuing of nsw member s, pacauce of the possibility that meny Aifferent
kinds of reaEtionary clemenhs way infiltrate the party. We must watch.out for
the infiltration of ua =:irable pro-Japanese and, fascist elements.w??kl?g for
the Soutlr Korean reactionary Camp and the spies employed ?y imperialistic
foreign powers. Fach party member gpd esch c2ll must strictly comply with the

’ i S B3 3¢ 2 - ulations.
procedurses of acresning new menbers 3 prescribed by the party regllith

But, the problem to which the VKLP mu

The unity of the party depends on the strength of the cell life.
Every cell must concentrate not only on recruiting new members, but 2lso on
enhancing the political quality of memoers throvgh emphasis on their indoc-
trination. Both the guantity and quality of the members should contribute

to the growth of the party.

2, Indoctrinating Members

The shop cells are the basic training achocls for party members. Party
members do not have any other place to receive ideological, functional, or organ-
{zational trsinming. The NKLP is organized by the progressive elements of the
working class who geverally possess progressivé ideais and are able to steer the
people toward common objectives. However, in the light of the immediate task
of establishing a nation and the consequent necessity for a broader development
in mass movement and with the increasing responsibilities of party memb=rs, the
cell committees must further strengthen the indoctrinstion of party members.

The indoctrination at the cell level beglns with thought =ducation snd
literary education, to enhance members: political concepts and cultural level.

Except for the cadres, the political and cultural Jevels of NKLP members seem
to be below the standards that present-day Korea calls for. It is the task of
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